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A guide for those of you who are tired of paying $18 for COs at Sam 
Goody, but of course, we can't condone it Wink Wink by .J!Jstin Kendall 
apster's well of free music is 
about to run dry, with a fed-
eral judge's ruling that 
Napster prevent its file shar-
ing community of users from 
trading unauthorized copy-
righted materials. With the ruling against 
Napster and the revolutionary free service pos-
sibly moving toward becoming fee-based, the 
future of free music on the Web has gotten a bit 
bleaker. However, the floodgates of free music 
are not locked shut. Several alternatives to 
Napsrer exist, with a vast selection of music for 
the downloading and even one hometown 
favorite. 
Strangesearch 
Srrangesearch is Iowa Scare's homegrown 
source for music, movies, computer programs, 
and images. The Web sire connects you to the 
ISU network of computers and allows you to 
download whatever you need. You name it; 
they've got it. Do you need some fresh runes? 
Search the database and find everyone from the 
Offspring to Mr. Plow. 
Srrangesearch doesn't just feature music; it 
also can search our movies. Want to see 
"Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon," bur don't 
want to drop the cash at the theater? Type in 
the ririe, download it on your PC, pop some 
popcorn, and you're good to go. Of course, we 
can't endorse watching illegal pirated movies. 
Unless you're providing rhe popcorn. 
BearS hare 
Bearshare, and other Gnurella-based pro-
grams such as ToadNode and Lime Wire, allow 
users to download any kind of file from com-
puters across the globe. This includes music, 
games, term papers, whatever. BearShare is the 
most user-friendly of these services, which are 
all based on Gnurella. 
Like e-mail and Web sire, Gnutella is a term 
referring to a specific way computers can inter-
act. Gnurella allows computers to search each 
other without any central server connecting 
them. Experts say this might allow Gnurella-
based services to avoid legal trouble and stay 
online. 
BearShare didn't work exceptionally well 
when we tried it our, bur the technology it is 
built on may be the wave of the future. Check 
it our and see if you can get it working on your 
computer. Try LimeWire if your computer 
happens to be a Macintosh. 
Launch 
So you want to be a DJ? Launch allows you 
to set up your own radio station, playing your 
favorite runes. Nor only do you get to go 
through fantasy DJ boor camp, bur Launch 
offers up free downloads of music videos, and 
songs from artists like At The Drive-In. Plus, 
Launch gives you the 411 with the latest news, 
interviews, and upcoming concerts about all 
your favori re artists. 
Scour Exchange 
Scour Exchange is raking the highroad, offer-
ing a legal source for music, movies, and 
images and avoiding billion dollar lawsuits in 
the process. However, raking the highroad 
comes with a tradeoff: the library of music 
won't be as deep as what Napsrer had to offer. 
You'll still get 90's English alternative rockers 
Bush and up and coming bands, bur don't 
expect to find what's hot at Sam Goody. 
MP3.com 
MP3.com offers up an eclectic array of free 
music. With everything from broad categories 
such as hip hop, rap, country, and metal to the 
more specific styles such as East coast, Dirty 
South, bluegrass, and gothic. If you have a 
diverse taste, mp3.com strives to satisfY your 
craving for a specific music style. MP3.com 
also has MP3s from the Offspring, Faith Hill, 
Madonna, and Eric Clapton. 
Listen.com 
With a top ten that includes Ourkast, Creed, 
Eminem, the Eagles, and Brirney Spears, 
Lisren.com definitely fills irs quotient of pop 
music stars on irs site. Listen.com does an 
excellent job of giving away top songs like 
Ourkasr's "Ms. Jackson" and Creed's "Higher." 
They might as well be free though, for as much 
radio play they receive. 
ARTIST direct 
Want rare music like a track from Beck that 
only appeared on the Japanese version of his 
album? ARTIST direct has it along with the 
Dog Father himself, Snoop Dogg. Oh, and if 
you want some "Chemistry," don't forget 
Minnesota college rockers Semisonic. 
sonic net 
Sonicner isn't just about music news, it's also 
about bringing you some free runes. With a 
line up that includes Oleander, Buckcherry, 
Alien Ant Farm, and The Murder City Devils, 
sonicner is definitely a treat for new music fans. 
And if rock isn't your bag, check our the selec-
tion of hip hop/rap, dance/electronic, and 
other assorted styles. 
EMusic 
Music lovers who have grown accustomed to 
Napsrer's free offerings probably won't care for 
EMusic.com's pay service. However, album's 
are only $8.99, a $10 price cur from most of 
the rides at Sam Goody, and each song is just 
$.99. 
There's also rhe option to subscribe to 
Emusic.com for a year at a price of $9.99 per 
month. Music fans that have gotten accus-
tomed to getting their music for free may not 
like it, bur they may have to learn to live with 
it following the Napsrer verdict. 
MP3 Hitlist 
So you're not just about what's popular in 
America? MP3 Hirlisr has Top 40 and Top 50 
charts from across the globe. Want to see what 
the Aussies think is hot in music? Check our 
their Top 50. You can also see what's burning 
up the charts in Germany, Ireland, and the 
United Kingdom. So what are you waiting for? 
Add a lirrle international flavor to your music 
collection. 
With a variety of music and movies for free, 
it's worth raking the rime to check some of 
these sires out. And you might even discover 
something new. Plus, it bears buying a disc for 
only one song. So now that you know where to 
look, get to downloading. 
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